3<H                THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

surpassed all former achievements by attacking the gold
escort from the Lachlan diggings. Over 5,500 ounces of
gold, valued at ^"21,000, besides coin and bank-notes worth
^7,400, were packed inside the coach, which was driven by
a man named John Pagan and guarded by three policemen.
A fierce encounter took place when the bushrangers, who
on this occasion were eight in number, sprang out into the
road with the well-known shout of ' Hands up !' The escort
defended their precious baggage with valour and determination,
but one of them was severely wounded and the others were
overpowered after a furious struggle. The coach was then
ransacked and the booty was divided into eight equal parts by
the- bushrangers, who set off for a hiding-place in the hills.
Fortunately the news of the outrage soon reached the police
headquarters, and a body of well-mounted men set off in hot
pursuit of the robbers. The chase was a long and stern one,
until the bushrangers' horses, overloaded by the weight of
the gold, dropped down in a state of exhaustion. The bush-
rangers were thus compelled to abandon most of their plunder,
and endeavoured to escape on foot. Four of them, however,
were captured and brought up for trial. Amazing as it seems,
the first jury, with the full facts of guilt before them, refused
to bring in a verdict to that effect, and such was the extra-
ordinary state of public opinion in Australia at that time,

. that when a second jury was found to bring in a true verdict,
nearly i'6,opo people put their signatures to a petition received
by the Governor, praying that the lives of the bushrangers
might be spared.

.. Frank Gardner himself had been lucky enough to escape,
and some time afterwards, realizing, though too late, that
'honesty is the best policy,' he gave up bushranging for
the,less romantic business of store-keeping in Queensland.

,"; For two' years he prospered as a respectable member of.
soeietyir but at the end of that time he was recognised by

/one $ his^former victims, and promptly pounced upon by

J .|ba .paljce. - It wtw no sentimental judge and jury who tried